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2020 & 2021

were difficult years for everyone, and more for cul-
ture. Despite the challenges, this crisis has also in-
spired us to reflect and focus on providing support
to young artists and isolated audiences in Morocco
and elsewhere in the world, through workshops,
master classes, film programming, lectures, inter-
views, networks, and exploring new formats online.
Arab Media Lab project has gained a wide global
connection with audiences everywhere. This is the
most reward we have ever hoped for, and proof that
hard work is paying off.

We are in the middle of the crisis still, but solidar-
ity remains a major cultural challenge, particularly
in the field of mixed media art & alternative cine-
ma. Our strategy has always been to recognize one's
limits, to be focused and to remain a tight inter-
nal team that can respond quickly to urgent needs.
What we have done in the last couple of years,
managing our online activities is proof that we can
always innovate no matter what. The feedback we
received and the encouragement showed that pres-
sure on culture appears to be increasing in many
places and the demand seems to be growing espe-
cially in these challenging times.

We finish the year 2021, with optimism and a prom-
ise that our projects, as they were before, will be-
come closer, whether online or in our new cultural
space, which we will open in the next few months.

Abdelaziz Taleb
Arab media lab project founder and director
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The Media Education Foundation Presents
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Reel Bad Arabs

How Hollywood Vilifies a People

Featuring Dr. Jack Shahean
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TANGIERINTERZONE
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ONLINE STREAMING FILM PROGRAM |
24 April to 27 June 2021

2021 gaigy 27 s Jupl 24 | Cuipiiyl pac pNSI 20Up

First time from a “Moroccan point of view”
Curated by Abdelaziz Taleb
produced by The Arab Media Lab project

In the mid-1950s and after, Tangier welcomed many
artists, poets and intellectuals. Influenced by Paul Bow-
les, members of the Beat Generation, came to the north-
ern city to be inspired, to complete their projects and to
live the Moroccan dream. Few lived a human dialogue
with the locals, but most of them wanted to experience
other things in order to expand the language of experi-
ence beyond the practical world.

During the “INTERZONE” times in tangier, the
East met the West in a debacle of utter incomprehen-
sion, each one waiting for the Other’s Answer, the Se-
cret, without being able to find it, because neither one
nor the other had it. For some, it was a place of intercul-
tural encounters, and for many others rather the place of
a debacle, which signals the failure of the “culturalist”
approach to reality.

In Burroughs’s anarchizing vision, cultural identi-
ties are always fabricated by bureaucratic dispensaries,
which use them strategically.

In this sense, his remarks on the fiasco of the en-
counter between East and West coincide with Edward
Said’s reflections on a catastrophic reciprocal fantasy.
Said’s Orientalism can be read as the story of the making
of the Orient by a Western “dispensary” and then of its
taking over by Eastern “dispensaries”. What some will
find in Tangier is an interstitial space between cultural
“pharmacies”.

Via our film program : “TANGIER INTERZONE”,
we will try to explore this frontier between reality and
fiction, and discuss the imagenary dimension of this
same “reality”
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With Filmmaker

JAN-WILLEM VAN EWIJK
LIVE ON OUR WEBSITE ) F. (
14 Jan 2021 - 15h30 (GMT+1)

\

LIVE ON OUR WEBSITE AND FA( EBOOK’- 3

28 Jan 2021 - 15h30 (GMT+1)

Filmmaker

16-17 Feb 2021 - 15h30 (GMT+1)
LIVE ON OUR WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK

ﬂlnd Editor-Sound
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10 March 2021 - 16hoo (GMT+1)
LIVE ON OUR WEBSITE

W arabmedialab.org
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MASTER CLASS #4

WORKSHOPS &
SERIES
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17 March 2021 - 17h30 (GMT+1).
LIVE ON OUR WEBSITE
www.arabmedialab.or:
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Abdelrahman Samir
Filmmaker

Ahmed Gamal
Filmmaker

Filmmaker

Ayoub Ait bihi
Documentary Filmmaker

Filmmaker

El Waleed Gamal
Filmmaker

Menna Salah
Media Arts Artist

Omar Hisham
Filmmaker

Esrra Elfeky
Filmmaker

Fradj Saif
Filmmaker / Photographer

Hossam Waleed
Filmmaker

Peter Nabil Sobhy
Filmmaker

Yassmin Abdelfattah
Media Arts Artist
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BEYOND THE "NEW-NORM"
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Online workshops and Master classes around cinema and Medlia arts
Morocco & the MENA Region
| January — September 2021 |
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NETWORK PARTNERS MEETING
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FEBRUARY 2020

During a special visit of the Prince Claus
Fund to Morocco 09/02/2020, Arab Media
lab hosted a small event as network Partner
of the Prince Claus Fund.

We were pleased to host a small presenta-
tion about the history of the Arab Media
Lab.
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Un film de Hicham Lasri
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INTIMATE SECRETS TO BE PUBLISHED
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“THE MOST SIGNIFICANT WORK OF ART TO COME OUT OF THE IRAQ WAR."
o sETTON POST

SMERIZING AND DEEPLY MOVING...[THIS] MASTERPIECE IS ESSENTIAL VIEWING.”
e 26
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* IRAQ YEAR ZERO *







75 films
streamed

+50 applications
received for
online activity
program

10 International
experts &
filmmakers

+3H of each

17 participants
selected (F/M)
for the program

Master Classes
& workshops

Session, +30H of
Online tutorials




Schweizerische Eidgenossenscha
Confédération suisse
Confederazione Svizzera

Confederaziun svizra Fonds dI'OSOS (ooo)

Swiss Agency for Development

. Prince Claus Fund
and Cooperation SDC rince Claus Fund for

Culture and Development
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